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          The Sandpiper  

North Falmouth Congregational Church,  

United Church of Christ      

                                                                                                                                         July 2026

Dear Friends 
 

The Sojourners Faith Formation group has 
been journeying through the story of David 

in 1 Samuel. Saul is still the king of Israel, 
but David has already been anointed as 

the next king. After David defeated Goliath 
and became one of Saul’s military leaders, 

the people admired him greatly. Saul grew 
jealous, and more than once he tried to kill 

David. 
 

What amazes me is not Saul’s jealousy but 
David’s response. Twice David had the 

opportunity to take Saul’s life. Twice he 
refused. David would not seize what 

belonged to God. Instead of returning 
hatred for hatred, he chose mercy. 

Somehow, he was able to see beyond 
Saul’s fear and anger to the person God 

still loved. That is no small thing. 
 

I think of the saints through the centuries 
who speak of the same spiritual practice: 

learning to see others as God sees them. It 
doesn’t happen overnight. It takes prayer, 

patience, and the willingness to look 
beneath the surface of another person’s 

words or actions. So, I offer this poem by  
Derek Tasker. 

 

 
I wonder what would happen if 
I treated everyone like I was in love 
with them, whether I liked them or not 
and whether they respond or not  
and no matter 
what they say or do to me and even if I see 
things in them which are ugly, twisted, 
petty 
and turn my attention to some small 
weak tender hidden part  
and keep my eyes on 

that until it shines like a beam of light 
like a bonfire I can warm my hands by  
and trust 
it to burn away all the waste which is not      
and never was my business to meddle 
with. 
 

During my sabbatical, I will carry these 
words with me to remind me that every 

person bears a spark of God’s image, even 
when it is hidden beneath fear, hurt, or 

anger. Our calling is not to fix one another, 
but to notice that spark and nurture it 

with love.  
 

As you sojourn through the rest of this 
summer, may you find moments of rest 

and renewal. May you notice the quiet 
beauty that surrounds you. And may God 

give you eyes to see the hidden light in 
others—and perhaps, just as importantly, 

the hidden light within yourself. 
 

Grace and peace, 

 
Pastor Christina 
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Greetings from the Music Director! 🎶 

 
Our music ministry is thriving, and I am 

deeply grateful to our dedicated 
musicians. Thank you to everyone who 
shares such wonderful feedback with us 

each Sunday—your support means the 
world to our choirs! 
 

Here is our current schedule and what is 
coming up: 

 Vocal Choir: We are on a much-

deserved break for the month of 

August and will resume in 

September. Regular rehearsals are 

Wednesdays (7:00–8:00 p.m.) and 

Saturdays (10:00–11:00 a.m.), plus 

a brief warm-up on Sundays. 

Scheduling is flexible so—just come 

to when you can! 

 

 Bell Choir: Our ringers are taking 

July and August off and will 

resume in September, meeting on 

Wednesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 

p.m. As one member notes, this is 

a beautiful way to practice 

mindfulness while making music. 

 

 Cherub Choir: Our youngest 

singers are doing a fantastic job! 

They continue to meet throughout 

the summer on Sundays after 

worship (11:15–11:45 a.m.). A 

special thanks to Paul Smith for 

his faithful help during rehearsals 

each week. 

 
We would absolutely love to have you 
join us for any of these musical offerings. 

I am so blessed to be a part of our 
wonderful church and to serve as your 

Music Director. 
 
Peace, 

Stephanie Miles 
 

 
 

Guest Flutist Evelyn Shertzer 
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More Than Just a Dollar Store 
 
The Thrift Shop is off to a great summer! 

Regular customers continue to shop and 
we see new faces all the time. Some 

recent daily sales have been among the 
highest ever recorded. In addition, the 
shop has recently received many 

donations of valuable items worth much 
more than a dollar. We are blessed to 
have such generous donors supporting 

our efforts. The Thrift shop is thriving.  
 

After much planning and logistical 
maneuvering, the shop has a new 
Facebook page, North Falmouth Thrift 

Shop: New & Improved. This became 
necessary when it was impossible to 
delete the old page to which we no longer 

had access. The new page is allowing us 
to “advertise” some of our “Special 

Finds.” Many of these items can be seen 
displayed in the shop directly across 
from the checkout desk. We are already 

seeing results as a Le Creuset skillet just 
sold for $100. Be sure to stop in to see 

more collectible and vintage items. Add 
visit the new 
Facebook 

page! 
 
And of 

course great 
bargains are 

still to be had 
with most 
clothing 

starting at 
just $4.00. 

Best prices in 
town! Need a 
good beach 

read? Gotcha covered. Always a great 
selection of books to browse. And don’t 
forget puzzles for a rainy day.  

 
The Thrift Shop has something for 

everyone! 
 

Sunday, June 14 New Member Picnic 
 

 
 

A Beautiful Day.  
 

 
 

Take Two 
 
This Summer our Take Two program will 

be using the book Imaging the Word. This 
book uses a combination of art, poetry, 

music, inspirational readings and Bible 
verses to explore a variety of topics.  
 

We will meet after the Sunday Service on 
the following dates:  July 26, August 9, 

August 23. 
 
The following is a very special meditation 

written by the children in Sunday 
School:  

God cares about nature because it 
makes us happy and helps our feelings 
turn around.  

God cares about ALL of us, even people 
who do bad things.  
God cares about us and nature and God 

cares about our hearts.  
God never fails to love all of us.  
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hank you Letters for our Outreach 
Donations 
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