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MERRY CHRISTMAS &
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

“I'will light candles this Christmas, candles of joy,
despite all sadness...” —Howard Thurman

Dear Friends,

Joy is in the hum of the universe. It is the luminous
web flung across the night sky. It is the
effervescence of gratitude. It lightens burdens with
its exclamations. It sits next to sorrow waiting for
that graced moment of being felt and seen. It is
more enduring than happiness could ever hope to
be. It takes the sting out of bitter hearts. It seizes us
when least expected. It is in the details so quickly
passed by. It is the singular, bright yellow dandelion
blooming on a November day. What is joy to you?

The Christmas story and Jesus’ birth are swaddled
in joy. The angels brought “good tidings of joy” to
the shepherds. The Wise men “rejoiced with
exceedingly great joy” when they saw the guiding
star in the eastern sky. And Elizabeth’s baby leapt
in her womb with joy when Mary’s voice was
heard. When Jesus lay in a manager, an angelic
choir burst forth in song, “Glory to God, in the
highest.” Perfect joy spilled forth into the messiness
and untidiness of our world.

Christmas somehow makes us aware of the
distinction between “happiness” and “joy.” None of
the Christmas scriptures or greetings would feel
quite right if the word happiness was substituted for
the word joy. Joy is somehow a higher, deeper,
more magical, and more magnificent.

Every Christmas Eve and every Christmas pageant,
joy is palpable and real. We see it in the children’s
faces. We hear it when singing “Joy to the World.”
We experience in the quiet sanctuary lit only with
candlelight while singing “Silent Night”.

Joy is the gift of love God gave to us when God
became one of us to walk with us, laugh with us,
cry with us, suffer with us, die with us, and rise with
us. There is no greater joy in knowing the depth,
width, height, and length God will go to save us.
May that holy joy settle deep within your bones and
burst forth like angels’ voices this Christmas.

Blessings for a joy-filled Christmas!

Pastor Christina
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ServSafe Food Manager Food Certification

All commercial kitchens are required by the Board
of Health to have someone onsite who is a certified
ServSafe Food Manager. Our church is currently
looking for a volunteer to become certified. A

- training course is being offered in Barnstable for
4 &3\\} two, 4-hour sessions 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. on Mondays,
\:‘\%}q January 23 and 30. The next course is in March.
AR \?: The church will cover all costs. See poster below.
g

The important part of this work is to ensure those
preparing and serving food know the rules: how to
o sanitize the counters, washing and drying pots and
dishes, use of gloves for one thing, cooking

! ' temperatures to kill bacteria, and not to serve if you
have a cold or other illness.
12/06 Connie Gawarkiewicz If you feel called to help the church in this way,
12/14 Kayleigh Sanders please contact Pastor Christina
12/20  Roberta Markham pastomfcc@gmail.com.

12/23 Helen Sievert
12/25 Katie Weldon

12/28 Delaney Clements servsafe
12/29 Ava Gray

ServSafe Food Safety

- Manager Certification

{r‘;‘:’,ﬁ”’ Barnstable E‘Eg\'\—g

Barnstable County Harborview Conference Raom
W 3195 Main Street, Barnstabl \'IA 02830
1/23/23 & 1/30/23

ServSafe Food Safety Certification Course $175.00

Attendance both days is required
Includes practice exam & current ServSafe test

Both Classes are held 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

Covers: T‘imqﬁm:uperstu.re control, preventing cross contamination, and proper heating and cooling
ServSafe Recertification (expired or expiring certificate) $75.00

Attendance Is required on day two onlyl
1.5 - Zhour review from updated materials

Online study materials for recertification s strongly recommended and can be found at:
wwnw.capeco d.gov/servsafe
Bxam with certificate is valid for 5 years with a passing score

Course fee is nonsefundable. E-+mail confirmation confirms registration in the class.

Cortact Dawn Johnson at 308-375-6690 or dawn.johnson@barnstablecourty.org with any questions

Farsanal Mailing Addrasz

Busingss Mama:

Please make check payable to Barnstable County and mail to:
Cape Cod Cooperative Extension, P.O. Box 367, Barnstable, MA 02630
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Decorating the Church for Advent
Friday November 26"

Marsha & Jean with the window candles.
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A very merry Christmas from Linda!




The beautiful altar with the Advent Wreath and

the indoor tree with the Chrismons.
Bill hanging the shells on the gorgeous tree
donated by the Packard Family in
loving memory of Don.

Sandpiper 4



The lovely Christmas Swags on our front door.
Q/J_b

The Sanctuary and outside Christmas Shell Tree are
now decorated for the Advent Season and
Christmas through Epiphany on January 6". Thank
you to a multi-generational group of individuals
including Sarah Bach, Jean Davock, Bill & Marsha
Martin, Lesley, Graham & Keira Murphy, David
O’Hara, Carolee Packard, who all worked as a
team to make the beautiful transformation.

A special thanks to Chris Polloni, Bill Martin and
David O'Hara for troubleshooting after the heavy
rain to get lighting back on the Christmas tree.

Also a special thanks to Marcia McLaughlin for
printing names on the shells & the Packard Family
for donating the beautiful tree!

From the Treasurer

Through November we were running very close to
budget on net income. The shortage in member
contributions and fundraising revenue were offset
by expense savings due to the open positions of
Music Director and Whole Life Director. We are
facing significant increases in gas and electric
expenses which are expected to carry forward into
2023.

Stewardship Pledge Drive
“Re-membering Community”

Thank you to all of you who returned your pledge
card for the coming year. If you intend to pledge but
have yet to return your pledge card we ask that you
mail it in at your earliest convenience or put it in the
offering plate on Sunday. If you need a pledge card,
please contact Debbie Pinkney.

Outreach Thank You Letters

@
ﬂ + FALMOUTH
. SERVIE I IER

November 15, 2022

North Falmouth Congregational Church, Inc.
PO Box 403
North Falmouth, MA 02556-0403

Dear Friends,

The staff and the Board of Directors of the Falmouth Service Center would like to
express our sincere appreciation for your very generous contribution of $500. This
donation will help us continue to support our clients by providing them with healthy
nutritious food as well as helping them as they struggle to meet their other basic
needs. We are particularly grateful for your donation at this unprecedented time
as it helps us to meet growing demand for our services.

Our mission is to ease stress, reduce hunger and improve the quality of life for our
neighbors in need. The Falmouth Service Center works to increase self-sufficiency
by helping to build networks among clients, neighbors and agencies. Thank you for

partnering with us to assist those who struggle in our community. We are grateful
for your gift and hope that our efforts will continue to merit your support

Sincerely, \ AK‘A“

’ ﬂmw H«;,:¥ ‘{/‘“V\A/TY/I,T&/‘C .(

& R AU W
v Nt A ¢

Kerin Delaney \ \NV\%{/\J D @
Executive Director Ve

The Falmouth Service Center welcomes your consideration regarding bequests.
Please contact the director or any board member for a confidential discussion.

¥ ;
)JK/WN— .y

611 Gifford Street  Falmouth, MA 02540  Tel. 508-548-2794  www.falmouthservicecenter.org
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Upper Cape Chaglaingy
PO Box 482

East Falmauth, MA 02536

MNovembar, 2022

ey, Christing Williams

Korth Falmauth Congregational Church

155 Dl Main Road

Morth Falmodth, WA 02556

Fey. Williams,

Thank you wery much for your church™s two very generous donations totaling S1350000 (o the
Upper Cage Chaplaincy in 2022

Faar auer Lwenty years the mission of the Uipser Cape Chaplaincy has been able to provide high
tions on Lipper Cape Cad.

nd manitors pastoral care sarvicas for the patients, families and st

guality prafessicnal chaplaincy se

The Chaplaincy provids
of th

healthcare facilities i an scumenical and interfaith manner

We very much appreciate your financial suppart of the vital work of our chaplains.

Blassings,

] ! ¥
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For the Baard of the Upper Cape Chaplaincy

Wote: The Upper Cape Chaplair ributions are tax
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Friends Office:

PO Box 124

121 Main Street

Buzzards Bay MA 02532
Tel: 508-753-3916

Fax: 508-758-7836

o friendsofboumecoa.og
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COUNCIL ON AGING

Friends Food Pantry
RO, Box 144

121 Main Street
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532
Tel: 50B-759-3351

Fax 774-356-1198

Nowrter 71, 2027 FOOD PANTRY
» v ops oy
. WA WA
e November 29, 2022
ve . ¢ 52 x .
. ol ! e y P Morth Falmouth Congregatianal Church
x . o PO Box 403
’ wi 8 By . North Falmauth, MA 02556
‘ - N o tod prow Dear Mr. Roth:
- e T . N The Friends of Baurne Council on Aging gratefully acknowledge your generous and heartfelt donatian of
five bags of food frem your Cornucopia Foed Drive 1o the Friends Foed Pantry,
For pood Your donation will help to support the more than 300 families, 2n average of 700 individuals, who
. wa ! T receive food every month,
Ioee " Without your help, we would not be able to meet the needs of the most vulnerable which include the
seniors and the disabled within our community.
Please accept our sincere thanks for your commitment to the Friends food Pantry.
’ Valey Sincerely,
e SN e ’ nbon
Peten. Lindberg
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Southern New England Conference

United Church of Christ
' ' Liwing the Love & Justice of Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References - December 2022 (Year A)

Thurs., Dec. 1
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Isalah 4:2-6

Acts 1:12-17, 21-26

Fri., Dec. 2

Psalm 72:1-7, 16-19
Isalah 30:19-26
Acts 13:16-25

Sat., Dec. 3

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Isalah 40:1-11

John 1:19-28

Sun., Dec. 4

Second Sunday of Advent

Isalah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Mon., Dec. 5
Psalm 21

Isalah 24:1-16a

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Tues., Dec. 6
Psalm 21

Isalah 41:14-20
Romans 15:14-21

Wed., Dec. 7
Psalm 21

Genesis 15:1-18
Matthew 12:33-37

Thurs., Dec. 8
Psalm 146:5-10
Ruth 1:6-18

2 Peter 3:1-10

Fri., Dec. 9
Psalm 146:5-10
Ruth 4:13-17

2 Peter 3:11-18

Sat., Dec. 10
Psalm 146:5-10
1 Samuel 2:1-8
Luke 3:1-18

Sun., Dec. 11

Third Sunday of Advent
Isalah35:1-10

Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke
1:48b-55

James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

Mon., Dec. 12
Psalm 42

Isalah 29:17-24
Acts 5:12-16

Tues., Dec. 13
Psalm 42
Ezekiel 47:1-12
Jude 17-25

Wed., Dec. 14

Psalm 42

Zechariah 8:1-17
Matthew §:14-17, 28-34

Thurs., Dec. 15
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Galatians 3:23-29

Fri., Dec. 16

Psalm B0:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:18-22
(Galatians 4:1-7

Sat., Dec. 17
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
2 Samuel 7:23-29
John 3:31-38

Sun., Dec. 18

Fowrth Sunday of Advent

Isalah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Mon., Dec. 19

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Genesls 17:15-22
Galatians 4:8-20

Tues., Dec. 20

1 Samuel 2:1-10
Genesis 21:1-21
Galatians 4:21—-5:1

Wed., Dec. 21

1 Samuel 2:1-10
Genesls 37:2-11
Matthew 1:1-17

Thurs., Dec. 22
Luke 1:46b-55
Isalah 33:17-22

Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20

Fri., Dec. 23

Luke 1:46b-55

2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29
Galatians 3:6-14

Sat., Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
Isalah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

Sun., Dec. 25
Christmas Day

Isalah 52:7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12)
John 1:1-14

Mon., Dec. 26
Psalm 148

Wisdom 4:7-15
Acts 7:59—8:8

Tues., Dec. 27
Psalm 148
Proverbs B:22-31
1 John 5:1-12

Wed., Dec. 2B
Psalm 148
Isalah 49:13-23
Matthew 18:1-14

Thurs., Dec. 29
Psalm 20

Jeremiah 31:15-22
Luke 19:41-44

Fri., Dec. 30

Psalm 20

Izaiah 26:1-9

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Sat., Dec. 31

New Year's Eve
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8

Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

Revised Comman Lectionary Dally Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their
own worship and educational activites. Provided by the Southermn New England Conference, UCC
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