The Sacredness of Proximity
Communion Sunday — October 4, 2026

MEDITATION
“Be a lamp, or a lifeboat, or a ladder. Help someone’s soul heal.
Walk out of your house like a shepherd.” —Rumi

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING WORDS
L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you. All: And also with you!

PRELUDE “Through His Eyes of Love” Music: Jeremy Dalton

OPENING RESPONSES Melessa Fox, Deacon
L: Come, beloved of God, and draw near.

All: We come to the One who draws near to us.

L: Come with open hearts and open hands.

All: We come ready to see our neighbors as our siblings.

L: Come, for Christ meets us in the hungry and the stranger,

in the suffering and the forgotten.

All: May love close the distance between us.

L: Let us worship the God who calls us into belonging.

All: Let us worship God together.

*OPENING SONG “Enter, Rejoice, and Come In” Black 73

UNISON OPENING PRAYER Melessa Fox, Deacon
God of boundless love, as you draw near to us you invite us to draw near to one
another. Open our eyes to see the sacred worth of every person we encounter. Open
our hearts to those we might overlook or avoid. Give us courage to move beyond
what is comfortable and discover you in the stranger, the neighbor, and the sibling. As
we worship, teach us again that we belong to you and we belong to one another.
Amen.



WORD FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN Lisa Allen, Co-Church Life Director

ANTHEM “Psalm 84” Words: Arlo D. Duba; Music: Hal H. Hopson
Choir
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Selected Readings Melessa Fox, Deacon

L: The Word of God for the people of God. All: Thanks be to God.

INTRODUCTION “The Sacredness of Proximity” Rev. Christina Williams
GUEST SPEAKER Gina Torielli, Executive Director, Belonging to Each Other
RESPONSIVE SONG “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” Black 495
PRAYERS OF CONCERN

After the pastoral prayer, you are invited to share your joys or concerns out loud
during the prayers of the people. Please respond, “O Lord, hear our prayers.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) In Pew
INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERING MUSIC “I Am The Bread of Life”
Words: adapted from John 6:32-51, Music: Arnold B. Sherman
Choir
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen.



*OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, you have opened your hands to us and filled our lives with grace.
Receive now what we offer. May these gifts become food for the hungry, welcome for
the stranger, care for those who suffer, and hope for those who feel forgotten. Use
our gifts—and use our lives—to draw your human family closer together. Amen.

THE SACREMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION See Insert

*CLOSING SONG “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” Insert

*BLESSING

SUNG BENEDICTION “You are My All in All” Words/Music: Denis Jernigan
Choir and Cherub Choir

POSTLUDE “By Our Love”

Music: Christy Nockels; Arr: Mary McDonald
*Please stand in body or spirit.
Many thanks to the volunteers who enriched our morning together!
Tech Deacon, Amelia Allen; Choir, Alan King, Clifford Moore, Chris Polloni, Malcolm

Donald, Meg Tivey, Joyce Kenneally, Kay Clark, Linda Thomas; Food Donation, Meg Tivey

Leading worship today: Rev. Christina Williams, Minister; Stephanie Miles, Music
Director; Lisa Allen, Co-Church Life Director, Melessa Fox, Deacon

We welcome our guest speaker Gina Torielli, Executive Director of Belonging to Each
Other



NEW HERE TODAY?

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

To help you navigate Sunday mornings with us, please see the guide below.

1. Order of Worship: *An asterisk is an invitation to stand if you are able.
Bold text indicates speaking in unison.

2. Kid’s Connection: After the “Word for all God’s children,” the children leave worship
for Bible-themed learning through crafts, conversation, and games with Lisa Allen.

3. Take Two: This adult faith formation group meets after worship every other
Sunday with Lisa Allen. Join the conversation this Sunday in the small classroom.

4. Summer Refreshments & Conversation: Gather with us after worship to greet
friends and make new ones in the Covenant Room, down the hall on the right.

5. Have Questions? Please reach out to Rev. Christina Williams or Deacon of the day.

Music covered under One License A-728849



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Communion is served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. Children are invited to join
at the table.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

This is Christ’s table.

A table that stretches far beyond this sanctuary—
across borders and oceans,

through cities and villages,

into churches large and small.

Today, people throughout the world
gather around this same table.

We come from different places,

different circumstances,

different stories and struggles—

yet here, there is no “us” and “them.”
There are no strangers at this table.
There are no outcasts.

There are only beloved children of God—
siblings gathered around one table.

So come as you are.

Come with what you carry.

Come, for Christ draws near to us

and invites us to draw near to one another.
There is a place for you here.

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

P: Jesus spent his life drawing near. He ate with those others avoided. He touched those
others would not touch. He welcomed those pushed to the margins. He saw dignity
where others saw difference. And he told us—when we feed the hungry, welcome the
stranger, care for the suffering, we encounter him.

D: And on the night before he died, Jesus gathered his friends around a table. He took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and shared



it with them saying, “This cup is the new covenant of Love. Whenever you drink it,
remember me.”

P: And so we remember. But remembering Jesus is more than recalling something that
happened long ago. At this table, we remember who we are— and to whom we belong.
We belong to Christ. We belong to this human family. We belong to each other. At this
table, Christ closes the distance between us and teaches us once again to recognize one
another as siblings.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

L: Come, Holy Spirit, upon this bread and this cup.

All: Make them signs of Christ’s presence among us.

L: Come, Holy Spirit, upon your people gathered here and around the world.
All: Draw us closer to you and closer to one another.

L: Open our eyes to those we fail to see.

All: Open our hearts to those we keep at a distance.

L: Teach us to recognize Christ in the stranger, the neighbor, and the sibling.
All: Make us one in love, one in hope, one in Christ.

L: Come, Holy Spirit, and make this ordinary meal holy.

All: And make our lives instruments of your love. Amen.

SHARING BREAD AND CUP

As Jesus did, so we do as well.

We break this break this bread (bread is broken)

We share this cup (the cup is raised)

We believe that he who lived, died, and rose again for us will meet us here.

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Gracious God, we thank you for meeting us at this table and reminding us that we
belong to you and to one another. Having been fed by your love, send us into the
world with open eyes, open hearts, and open hands. Give us courage to draw near,
to welcome the stranger, to honor the dignity of every person, and to recognize each
other as siblings. May the love we have received here become the love we share
everywhere. Amen.



