North Falmouth Congregational Church, UCC
155 Old Main Road/PO Box 403
North Falmouth, MA 02556-0403

Return Service Requested
Dated Material

The Sandpipeis a monthly publication of the North Falmouth Congregational Church, UCC.
The Reverend Bob Naylpinterim Pasto(508) 5632177, www.northfalmouthucc.com







North Falmouth Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ

December 2019

Pastoa 6 s Message

Christmas Card Greeting

I donot
form, it is difficult to find religious Christmas
cards! There are Seasons Greeting or Merry
Christmas cards with poinsettias on them. There
areplenty of Santas and burning yule log fireplaces
or snowcovered pines. Therare peace on earth
cards with stafilled skies, but few with Jesus or
Nativity scenes! Maybe

C a is en papéreot dleetronici t

That help us to see Jesus in the face of every child
of God
That walks upon this earthly sod.
A simple card with a face of baby Jesushether
white or red or black or yellow or brown

That makes all who rebe it want to embrace all
the world with gentleness and love and see each

inch of the good earth as holy g%rountd.h

itdéds the sign o e ni

demographics where the secular is blanketing the May each card (paper / electronic) you receive

sacred. | got to pondering almost nostalgically
about Christmas cards that came with heuniten
notes inside envelopes that had handemit
addresses on the front.
message and greeting to you!

Forget the cards with piles of snowatmeed plowing,
Or heavyset reduited bag totting St. Nick howling
A fAHo, Ho, Ho! 6 and

Let us get the message simple and right.
Even forget the angel s
Or Mary
Jesus candy.

Let us get to the simple message by sending cards
with baby facesé.
Smiling, laughing, hungry, crying, wigsyed,
sleepingi filled with the message of the ouent
Graces
That are the core message of the Christmas stable
Birth

That make us want to embrace and feed and touch
and heal all children of God and truly bring for the
future little ones peace on earth.

t oBol | | a

remind you of the REASON for the season and
have a handwritten note that says you are loved!

A Blesged ChifsinasdosY@U, my  Chr i st me

Gy

good night.

har king ABlGThnkYouphﬁs stan

gentdyshanp e d nga

v Bé%ﬁ) Blessed for the last seven (I thought it
was to be threelinonthsto be your bridge interim
pastor! You are a WONDERFUL and WONDER

. FILLED family of faith. The warmth of the Spirit

fills all relationships in this churchl have
experienced the depth of Christian friendship in
being in shared ministry with you. You have been
open to change and creativity. | pray you will
continue to be open to the new ways for new days
that Christina Willians will bring. She has a
wonderful heart and a deep faith and is gifted with
profound pastoral sensitivities. Praise God for a

Sandpiper

1



gifted SETTLED PASTOR! We need to remember
that things have changed between 1620 (The arrival
of our spiritual ancestors) and2®@ € . t h el
message is unchanging but tvay the Gospel is
presented to each new generation must change if the
church is remain a vital presence in our community
and the world.

Thank you for your joyous spirit. We have laughed
together and cried toteer and at profound
moments tasted the heavenly banquet and
experienced the realm of God! | watat offer a
word of praise for the committed lay leaders who
guided me on this wonderful adventure as your
bridge interim. A special thank you to Debbie for
her excellence as church office administrator
NFCC is blessed by her presence. Also a special
word of appreciation to Babette and Lisa for their
openness and giftedness in sharing in ministry with
me. May your life together continue to be filled
with the love, joy, and righteousness that are the
marks of a church that walks in the footsteps of
Jesus.

Feeling So Blessed to Have Shared in Ministry with
You,

it
Bob

A BRIEF PRE-SOUP LUNCHEON ARTFUL
BIBLE STUDY i

THURDAYS IN ADVENT 1 11:0071 11:45 A.M.

Decembe 51 Prophesies of The Coming of the
Messiah
December 12 The Lowly Shepherds
December 19 Madonna and Child

(At each session there will be a
devotional from the UCC Advent
Devotionali A New Earth)

“S5 A Prayer for a Devotional Moment

During the Rush of the Lead Up to Christmas

| am waiting Lord for the miracle of birth to happen
But | am distracted by a wren singing on a show
covered branch.
| am waiting for the miracle of birth to happen

But | am distracted by the playful glee of children
laughing as the street lights twinkle in the darkness.

G o s Imm waiting for the miracle of birth to happen

But | am distracted by two lovers passionately
kissing under the mistletoe.

I am waiting for the miracle of birth to happen

But | am distracted by the sod of carolers singing
Silver Bells.

| am waiting for the miracle of birth to happen

But | am distracted by a nursearing arelf hat in
helping to feed a very weakened patient.

I am waiting for the miracle of birth to happen

But | am distracted by a Satron Army volunteer

ringing her bell and say
Christmaso as the doll ari
kettle.

But wait, Lord, maybe you are coming moment by
moment in the Advent season through what |
believe are distractions.
Coming Onehelp me to experience a little birth of
your Spirit in the distractions as | await your Divine
Interruption into a world in need of a bigbé&th of
innocence and compassioniRHN 2019

December Worship

December 17 First Sunday in Advent, 10 a.m.
Worship, Communion & Church School, Scripture
T Matthew 3:1212, Sermoni Advent Hymns as
Statements of Faith Singing of Advent Hymn$§
Choir Members Preaching and Leading Singing
Lighting of First Advent Candle

December 8i Second Sunday in Advent10 a.m.
Worship & Church School, ScriptureLuke 1:540
Sermoni A Dumb Priest and His Unexpectedly
Pregnant Wifé@ Bob Naylor, The Scripture Lesson
will be a Dramatic Reading, Lighting of Second
Advent Candle / Children

December 15/ Third Sunday in Advent, 10 a.m.
Worship, Scriptureé® Matthew 1:1825, Sermoni

Josephi A Ri ght eous Mandés Si
Dramatic Reading, Lighting of Third Advent
Candle / Childrendés Serm

December 22i Festival Service of Christmasi

10 a.m. Worship & ChuttSchool Fourth Sunday

in Advent, Scripturei Luke 2:1:20, Sermori The

3 a.m Feeding, Lighting of Fourth Advent Candle /
Original Chi il How ¢he Gat in Be r
Hat Saved Christmas / Carol Singing

Sandpiper

2



December 24

5:00 p.m.T Intergenerational Christmas Pageant
i Carol Singing

7:00 p.m. i Service of Lessons and Carolg
Adult Choir and Brief Homily 7 What 6s
Harking About?

December 29 First Sunday after Christmas

Bob Nayl or 6s i RaatertChriSimanid a
our Christmas Preserit Arrives &nuary ' i
Supply Preacher on the"510:0071 All Family
Servicei Sermon focused for all agésh T h e
(Kings) Arrive Early Al t er ed T $pecmle r a
Chi |l dr e n 6isCarvla dane a Sugtise Song

about Another King!

t

From Our New Pastor Chstina Williams

The angel said to them,
you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. o0 Luke 2:10 (NIV)

Dear Friends,

Joyful anticipation leaps off the pages in the nativity
story. Angels appear heralding the dooews to
Mary and Joseph that a special child will be born to
t hem. Maryob6s cousin
knows who Maryds <chil d
child inside EIlizabeth©os
can barely contain herself and bursts into song
rejoicing in what God has done. When the angels
told the shepherds the Messiah had been born, the
shepherds took off to see the baby Jesus, leaving
their flocks to fend for themselves. The wise men
couldndét resist the pull
followed it until it brought them to a lowly manger
where Jesus lay. This Advent season | am feeling
the same joyful anticipation they felt for what is
about to be birthed.

Remember when you were little and how
unbearable waiting for Christmas was? | used
bubble over with so much joy and excitement |
could barely contain it. Okay, so | was excited
about what was under the Christmas tree more than
the birth of baby Jesus. Hopefully, now that | am a
pastor | have my priorities sorted out (wink, wink).
Thenagain maybe not, because | am filled with so
much joyful anticipation for starting our journey
together | am about ready to burst with delight.

Y

Ma g

El i zabeth i S

Thankfully, in the frenzy and festiveness of the
season, Advent reminds me to slow down, to wait
with wonder ad patience, and to attend to the tasks
dt lmand that need my love, care, and attention. Still,
| wonder what God will do next in our lives and in
our church when we begin our journey together.
This time is pregnant with possibilities, and it is
also a timeto prayerfully reflect on what God
expects of wus as Godods
mlonths, and years ahead.

f

This Advent season, no matter what is going on in
your life, may you experience the hope of Christ for
what is about to be born in you, theucth, and the
world. Emmanuel, Emmanuelmay God be with
you this holiday season. Have a merry and joyous
Christmas!

ADo not be
With joyful anticipation,

afraid. I br

(lysiadrn_

Pastor Christina

December 18, Carol Sing Followed by
a Swedish Julbord

ecstatic for

he

Wi -
W

-

e b Ma

¢ ‘ e 72 C
’

,‘ Carol Sing «
F SWEDISH JULBORD
ol &
= Deacembeor 15, 2019

5:00 P.M. CAROLS in Sanctuary
5:45 P.M. SWEDISH JULBORD

3

~

" JRTH FALMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH'
@ 155 OLD MAIN ROAD, NORTH FALMOUTH

Babette F. Bach, Pianist (Director of Music & Organist of NFCC)
Brittany Haskell Lord, Guest Organist
Alan H. King, Master of Ceremonies

p Spomsored by /
! the Muslc Program of North Faémonth Congregational Chnrch - i
' Please bring a Swedish Smorgasbord Dish to Share \!
(Recipes available at NFCC) Information: 508-563-2177 or |
bachatwork@outlook.com

B

‘r\ ‘\ \‘\
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Christian Education

Christmas Pageant

Would you like to particip in our Christmas Eve
Pageant? All ages, kids through adults, are
welcome. The pageant has the potential to be a great
shared experience between parents and children.
Would you like to be shepherds together? Or maybe
your children have all grown up but you would like
to be a pg of a meaningful intergenerational
activity. We invite everyone to share the fun on this
special day. We will be practicing after church on

. . . Sunday, December 51 and 2, and Saturday,
12/06 Connie Gawarkiewicz Decemyber2 at 10:00am. Y

12/12 Brian _Latimer Giving Tree
12/14 Kayleigh Sanders 4 Since Sunday, November 24 our
12/20 Roberta Markham F Giving Tree hasbesn up in the

- Covenant Room. The presents
12/23 Hel?n Sievert purchased for our tree will go to families right here
12/25 Katie Weldon in North Falmouth through the North Falmouth
12/28 Delaney Clements Elementary School
12/29 Ava Gray Please take a tag and purchase the gift listed, then

wrap the giftsand attach thetag from the tree so
they can be identifiedAll gifts should be returned
by Sunday, December 15.

As tags are removed from the tree we would like to
6decor at e 6 mittén, hatgand scarvesi t |
You are invited to bring in these knitted items and
hang them on the tree.

Sunday School

This year we have made a few changes to the
Sunday School program. About once a month we
are inviting an adult from the congregation to share
a gift or passion they have with the students and to
tell them how it express their faith. We hope to
help them see that our faith grows throughout our
lives and we can always find joy in using our gifts.

A < Also, it will be great for the kids to get to know
some of our adult members a little better. Thank
WINTER SOUPTHURSDAYS AT you to Linda Thomas who ijeed us in October

NOONDEC. 5, 12 & 19" when we were studying Christian Unity. She shared

her passion and talent for quilting and we all made
Sign up in the Covenant room to bring ydavorite quilt squares which she is going to assemibieas
soup! Soup will provided on the dates above, a lessonn creativity and how important each part is
after that soup will be continued only if to the whole. When we unite each of our
volunteer chefs havesigned up for the following contributions something beautiful is bound to be
weeks in January. born.
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In November we talked about gratitude. Shannon
Heino joined us to talk about her experiences
coordinating the suppers for the Village at
Cat aumet . The Ki dos
making desert for the Village suppers for some
time and Shannon was able to explain how much a
homemade treat means to the residents of the
shelter. Our kids and their families have turned a
fun cooking activity into a genuine ministry.
Shannon did a great job tallg about her unique
talents and what it means to her to share them and
express her faith.

Another change in Sunday School is the kids
joining us for a whole service once a month. It is so
important that they feel integral to our community.
You may have oticed that they have some
activities to work on during church. These are not
just things to keep them entertained. The various
supplies we are using are directly relevant to the
theme/sermon of the day. They may contain
definitions of challenging wordshings to listen for
during the sermon or other hands on items to help
them better understand the theme and to help them
focus on what we are talking about.

Another Holiday Fair Has Come And Gone

The wind was brisk and the temps didn't get very
high Satuday November 1Bfor our Annual North
Falmouth Congregational Church Holiday Fair.
People still came and enjoyed the day ewéh the
winter type weather.With the help of many
volunteers we opened the doors at nine a.m. to a
line of people who had beemaiting outside to be
the first ones into the jewelry omm and antique
treasures roomThere was even a lady walking
around the church at 7a.m. waiting for the fair to
start when the kitchen captain arrived with a car full
of baked goods. The Covenamdi had so many
wonderful baked goods smells along with
wonderful Holiday smells wafting up from their
Christmas tables.

Many enjoyed coffee and snacks in the morning
while bidding on all the Silent Auction items. There
were people sitting waiting for thkunch to be
served starting at 11. Others enjoyed the lobster
rolls, clam chowder, hot dogs and broccoli salad
with a beverage and even topped their meal off with
something from the baked goods tables.

Coo

\

-——
(14 %
g

John, Jean, Sandy & Dick enjoying the Clam
Chowder & Lobster Roll Luncheon

As many of you might know, most of the fair
workers don't like to be stressed out trying to get
things ready for the fair. In years past we have tried
to do as much as possible pricing things for the
Holiday Room, Jewelry Raoon and Antique
Treasures beforehanthen on Thursday night after
the YMCA people left we would be able to start
setting up the rooms and only have the day Friday
to finish pricing and moving all the items into their
rooms. This year we decided to try sohiet
different. We decided to run the fair but not use any
of the YMCA classrooms. This saved many people
a lot of time and effort and stress because we could
set up tables in the Room 3 Sunday School
classroom, in Lisa's office and in the Covenant
Room @ Monday the 11. This meant that work on
setting everything up could take all week. By
Thursday evening everyone was pretty organized
and Friday was not hectic or stressful whatsoever.
With Carolee's help and other volunteer helpers
pricing of all the Htiday items began in the Thrift
Shop basement several months ago. On Sunday
Nov. 10" there were many people helping bring
everything from the Thrift shop basement to the
CowvenantRoom Those same helpers brought things
from the church basement. On Mondapw\N 11"
most all of the Christmas itenmad been priced and
were being set up in the CavantRoom. Antiques
Treasureswere pricedall week in Lisa's office.
Thanks to hours and hours of pricing all year long
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Laura Murphy and her jewelry cremere séup and
ready to go when the doors opened Saturday
morning. Did | mention there was a line waiting
outside ready to get in to be the first ones in the
jewelry room for the best pieceBYy the way, that
same jewelry room made more this year than ever
before. A huge shout out of thanks to Laura's crew:
Marjorie Marshall Missy Fox, Jean Davockloria
Gammons, RoseanneGail Sands, Don Peters,
Rebecca Watriss @ura's niedg¢ Also thanks to Bill
Martin for being on hall patrol so there weren't too
many peop# in the room at a time.

Tl

AR |

- g

A HUGE THANKS to Laura Murphy & Crew
For all of the many hours of work!

The baked goods came in starting Friday and with
Marsha Martin, Kay Clark and Sandy Checklick
everything was all priced and ready to be taken
home and evoured. A few things were left until
Sunday morning but tlye were purchased after
church. Thanks ladies and thank you to all who
baked.

Amelia Allen and puthfrom the church set up an
area for kids to hang out and do crafty things in the
hall. They ao did a fantastic job keeping tables
cleared and returning trays to the kitchen during the
luncheon !! That was a huge help and the kitchen
ladies appreciate that very much.

The kitchen crew got going late Friday afternoon
with the squeezing of the lofes thanks to Mike
Ryan, and David O'Hara. Linda Thomas chopped
celery & onions Friday which was a huge help as it
gave us a head start Saturday morning since we
were kind of short in the kitchenThanks goes out

to Toby Ryan for setting up the eatingearand
helping with several things Friday afternoon. The
kitchen crew which included Joyce Kenneally, Rin
Morway, Linda Thomas and Myrna got cookin'
early Sat. morning and everything seemed to be on

We would liketo thank John Checklick and Hank
Bertsch for setting up the casloxes and making
sure the $$ werdistributed Saturday morning plus
sticking around to count after the fair was over.
Thanks to Meg Tivey for organizing the Holiday
tables. Thanks to Cara@e Jean Sawyer and
Eleanore Scavotto for pricing and arranging
everything in the Antique Treasures room. A big
thank you goes out to people who donated food for
the luncheon and made baked goadd fudge.

The Lovely Ladies Eleanore & Jean in the
Attic Treasures Room
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Here are some other people who helped with setting
up, taking down, pricing and many more things to
make this fair a success: Marcia Mc Laughlin, Janet
King, Lisa Allen, Cindy Kaleskas, Harry Thomas,
Malcolm Donald, Karin LaPann, Pam rReebner,
Don Packard, Katie Weldon, Ray Rowitz, Ken
Evans, Adrienne Latimer, Sue Long, Lynn Young,
Joyce Bock, Rev. Bob, Roberta Malcolm, Camilla
Nevius, Winthrop Frame, all those who helped carry
stuff from the Thrift shop or basement up to the
churchand or carry things back to the Thrift Shop
and church basement Sunday morning after the fair
was over. | know we never get everyone's name that
helped out and for that | am sorry. It is hard to get
all your names if you don't sign up to help but we
appeciate you showing up to help when we ask,
more than you can know.

Thanks to Ken & Bill who helped whenever
and wherever needed!!

Thanks to Dbbie P. our church office administrator
who puts fair informationn the bulletirs, edits &
copiesthe postes and makes sure articles are in the
Sandpiper so people know what is going on when. |
think | counted over 50 people who helped in some
way to price, carry, set up, put away, do the lunch,
baked, worked at the fair, donated food and more. |
also thirk that might be a new atime high for
people who did things to make this fair @cesess.
Thanks to all of youWhen is that spring fair

anyway?

Beverly Bl aineos
Thanksgiving Cornucopia

C__——~— O

November29" Decorating the
Sanctuary for Adrent

Bill & Carolee in the Choir Loft

gorg
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Marsha Finishing Up the Advent Wreath

The Altar Committee would like to thank all of

those who participated in decorating the
sanctuary for Advent. Bringing the boxes up
from the basement, trimming the tree, placing
the candles in the windows, stringing the garland
and hanging the wreath takes a team of elves!

Altar flowers are needed for Sunday, Dec. 29If

you would like to dedicate flowers, please contact

Marsha Martin.

Flower Calendar for 2020 is now hanging outside

the office. If you would like to dedicate flowers
next year, consult the calendar for open dates.

Advent 2019
Our First Sunday in Advent began with the
Murphy Family lighting the Advent wreath,
Deacon of the day Chris Polloni led worship with
the Chancel Choir providing the sermon with a
brief history on some of the Advent hymns.

Chris Polloni leading Worship

Ray Rowitz ofthe Chancel Choir
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Babette& Everything Coming
Together Beautifully

The Advent Workshop
commenced after worship with icing of cookies,
creating ribbon trees and creating fresh green
arrangements along with the formation of the
huge fresh green wreath that will hang over the
front door of the church. Thanks to Carolee
Packard for supervising the creation of the
wreath! Many helping hands make light work.
Thanks to all for a wonderful start to the Advent
Season.

Beautiful Christmas Arrangements

The Church Wreath, Beforei And After
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